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New Table of the LordNew Table of the Lord
Submitted by Fr. Tom Tureman SDS

Dear Friends,
        You may have noticed that 
the altar area of the church looked 

different this weekend.  On December 14th, 
we finally received our new altar that we 
have been working on for over a year.  This 
beautiful, new altar was designed and built 
by Mr. Art Flores, owner of the Tumacaco-
ri Mesquite Sawmill.  The table and ambo 
were constructed in 
collaboration with me 
and our environment 
committee.  The altar 
is made of mesquite 
wood and metal.    It 
is a magnificent table 
that will be a point of 
reference for all us for 
many years to come.
 An altar is 
more than a table to 
celebrate mass.  It is the center of a parish’s 
history and we have to honor that.  The old 
altar was built as a portable table at a time 
when we were a portable church.  The en-
tire sacristy of the early years of MHT was 
in the drawers and cabinet under the table.  
It served us well, but we are no longer a 
portable church operating out of a hall.  We 
have grown and we recognized that it was 
now time to have an altar that represented 

that reality.  This beautiful table and ambo 
carry on the rich history of our communi-
ty for generations to come.  So, what about 
the old altar?
 The old altar will still be used in the 
hall when we have dual masses such as at 
Christmas and Easter.  It can also be used 
for special occasions when necessary.  The 
old altar is part of our history.  On that ta-
ble we celebrated weddings, first commu-
nion, funerals and special occasions.  That 
will always be part of who we are and we 
honor that when we use that table.  

 Now we take that 
beautiful history forward 
as we celebrate our future 
with joy and love.  This 
new inspiring table and 
ambo is a call to the fu-
ture, and a challenge to us 
to embrace our future with 
the love and respect of our 
history.  In January we will 
invite the Bishop to join us 
in dedicating our new altar.  

In the meantime, we will celebrate Christ-
mas, New Years, and all the celebrations in 
between and beyond.  
 I hope that you will come up to the 
altar and take a closer look.  Touch it!  Kick 
the tires so to speak.  Recognize that this altar 
is yours.  Congratulations to all of you.  M

Yours,                                                  

El Tour de Tucson El Tour de Tucson 
Submitted by Michael Johnson SDS

The photo I selected to put in The Trin-
ity Times is of me and my daughter 
Madison after completing this year’s 

Tour de Tucson which draws thousands of 
participants every year, a major fundrais-
er for the city. It brings millions in revenue 
for local businesses and non-profit organi-
zations. I appreciate all who contribute to 
this activity.
 I met Fr. Joe Rodrigues SDS at a re-
treat here in Tucson, when I first learned 
about the Salvatorians. He suggested I travel 
to Tanzania to witness the missions there. I 
went five times doing medical-mission trips. 
With the help of Salvatorian Warehouse 

and what is 
now PPEP 
S o u t h w e s t 
Medical Aid, 
we sent two 
medical con-
tainers of du-
rable medical 
equipment. 
These efforts 
showed me 
the Salvatorian Com-
munity and I quickly 
fell in love with their endeavors.
 Most Holy Trinity is an amazing 
parish that does much for the communi-
ty. I applaud their efforts to raise money to 

Michael and Madison
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El Tour de TucsonEl Tour de Tucson
(Continued from Page 1)

dig wells for the people of Tanzania. 
 This year, five-year old Madison 
rode the one-mile event herself. She also 
loves to swim, play soccer, and do gymnas-
tics. She was baptized at Most Holy Trinity 
by Fr. Joe and former Bishop Gerald Kica-

nas. She is a very high-energy girl.
 My profession is a Nuclear Medi-
cine Technician at Tucson Veteran’s Hospi-
tal. This leaves me with sufficient time to 
go skiing, hiking, or golfing.  I take Mad-
ison with me. She’s becoming a super ath-
lete and traveler also. 
 Mungu Akubariki ~ God’s Bless-
ings. M   

The First Thanksgiving The First Thanksgiving 
was Catholic was Catholic 
Submitted by Norma Morrison, Co-Editor, SDS

Q.Is it true that the first American Is it true that the first American 
Thanksgiving was actually held by Thanksgiving was actually held by 
Catholics in Florida, rather than     Catholics in Florida, rather than     

     Puritans in Massachusetts?     Puritans in Massachusetts?

A. It depends, of course, on how you de-
fine “Thanksgiving.” We could say that 
the most appropriate feast to call the first 
“Thanksgiving” in the European colonies 
of America actually occurred on September 
8, 1565, in St. Augustine, Florida. That was 
56 years before the English Puritans had 
their feast in Massachusetts.
 The leader of the Catholic Spanish 
colonists, Pedro Menendez de Aviles, along 
with eight hundred Spanish settlers, cel-
ebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving and then 
invited the native Seloy tribe, who occu-
pied the site, to join them for a grand meal. 
They probably feasted on the food items 
that had been stocked on their ship for the 
long voyage: cocido, a stew made from 
salted pork, cabbage, garbanzo beans, saf-
fron, and garlic; plus hard sea biscuits and 
red wine. If the Seloys contributed food to 
the meal, then the menu might have also 
included wild turkey, venison, gopher, tor-
toise, mullet, corn, beans, and squash.
 Even before the event in St. Augus-
tine, numerous Masses of Thanksgiving for 
a safe voyage and landing had been held 
in Florida by priests with Spanish explor-
ers such as Juan Ponce de Leon (in 1513 
and 1521); Panfilo de Narvaez (1528); Her-
nando de Soto (1529); Father Luis Cancer 
de Barbastro (1549); and Tristan de Luna 
(1559). So, yes, in this sense we can say that 
the first “Thanksgiving” was actually ob-

served by Catholics in Florida.
 We should note that long before 
Jamestown was settled in 1607, Catholic 
missionaries from Spain were spreading 
throughout what is now the southeastern re-
gion of the United States. They preached the 
Gospel, baptized native converts, and pro-
vided them with sacraments and catechesis.
 Jesuits and Franciscans came to St. 
Augustine, Florida, the oldest continuously 
occupied settlement of European origin in 
the United States, founded in 1565. This was 
42 years before the first permanent English 
colony was established in Jamestown, Vir-
ginia. From there they went out to establish 
missions in what is now Georgia, Alabama, 
and the Carolinas — nearly two centuries 
before the better-known Franciscan mis-
sions of the American Southwest.
 Plymouth Colony (sometimes 
Plimouth) was an English colonial venture 
in America from 1620 to 1691, at a location 
that had previously been surveyed and 
named by Captain John Smith. The settle-
ment served as the capital of the colony 
and developed as the town of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. At its height, Plymouth 
Colony occupied most of the southeastern 
portion of Massachusetts.
 Plymouth Colony was founded 
by a group of Puritan Separatists initially 
known as the Brownist Emigration, who 
came to be known as the Pilgrims, and 
it was the second successful colony to 
be founded by the English in the United 
States. This was after Jamestown in Virgin-
ia. It was the first permanent English settle-
ment in the New England region.
 A treaty with Wampanoag Chief Mas-
sasoit helped to ensure its success; in this, 
they were aided by Squanto, a member of 
the Patuxet tribe. Plymouth played a central 
role in King Philip’s War (1675–1678), one of 

Norma Morrison
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Our Goodbyes to the Our Goodbyes to the 
Salvatorian SistersSalvatorian Sisters
Submitted by Jackie White SDS
National Director, US Lay Salvatorians

With grateful hearts we thank you 
for your love, care and ministry 
these many years to Arizonians. 

We will miss each of you personally, and 
your presence here.  May you continue to 
minister and care in different ways as you 
return to Milwaukee.
 Sr. Jane Eschweiler came to Tucson 
in 2003 to be a part of the Jordan Ministry 
Team where she served in several 
roles until her retirement as Direc-
tor in 2015. Sr. Jane was involved 
in many ministries at Most Holy 
Trinity including Adult Forma-
tion, Lector, and leading Commu-
nion Services.  She offered Spiri-
tual Direction to several people in 
the Tucson area.  Her passion was 
ministering to those in prison at 
two different facilities.
 Sr. Darlene Pienschke said 
goodbye to Tucson for a second 
time.  She served here earlier for 
twenty years at St. Elizabeth Clin-
ic and other ministries.  Most re-
cently she returned to work at Casa Alitas 
with the migrant families. She spoke Portu-
guese fluently which aided when she met 
Spanish speakers. 
 Sr. Rita Vogelsang came to Tucson in 
September 2019 with Sr. Darlene.  She, too, 
volunteered at Casa Alitas and ministered 
to homebound people from the parish.  In 
addition, she participated in the RCIA pro-
gram at Most Holy Trinity. We will remem-

ber her beautiful hugs and ready smiles.
 It is an understatement to say we 
will miss your unique contributions to 
lives of Tucson people.  Many of us were 
personally touched.  We wish Godspeed 
and Blessings as you continue to serve the 
people of God in Milwaukee.  We will keep 
you in our hearts and prayers.
 Most Holy Trinity Parish hosted a 
farewell reception for Sisters Jane and Rita 
on Sunday, October 17. Many parishioners 
and Salvatorians came to share stories, ex-
pressing their gratitude.
 God Bless You! Goodbye!

  Au Revoir!  Kwaheri!  Adeus!  Auf 
Wiedershehen!  M   Sr. Jane

Sr. Darlene

Sr. Rita
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Sheep Smelling Sheep Smelling 
Submitted by  Rev. Joe Jagodensky SDS

“Smell Like Sheep”

      The Holy Father writes, that a 
faith community is one “who is involved 
and supportive, who bears fruit and re-
joices. (Please note the St. Catherine word 
this year, “joy”.) “…the Lord has taken the 
initiative, He has loved us first, and, there-
fore, we can move forward, boldly take the 
initiative, go out to others, and seek those 
who have fallen away, stand at the cross-
roads, and welcome the outcast. Such a 
community has endless desire to show 
mercy, the fruit of its own experience of the 
power of the Father ’s infinite mercy.
 A faith community “gets involved 
by words and deed in people’s daily lives; 
it bridges distance…it embraces human 
life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ 
in others.”
 A faith community “is also sup-
portive, standing by people at every step 
of the way.” There is no stranger in a faith 
community: there is only a fellow traveler 
with a different story to tell than your own.
 Here’s my new Pope’s phrase that I 
now love. A faith community “takes on ‘the 
smell of sheep” and “the sheep are willing 
to hear their voices.”
 Sheep smelling is not one of my 
strengths. No seminary class was offered 

to me. (I would have tested out!) It may not 
be their smell, but it’s the look in their eyes. 
I guess it traditionally means to help bear 
one another’s burdens. That doesn’t mean 
to solve or take away an-
other’s woes and con-
cerns. Many times it’s 
a listening ear, a caring 
eye, a silent tongue, an 
open heart attempting 
to “smell” what another 
presently “smells” like. 
 It may not be a 
comfortable image for 
us folks, but the imag-
ery “smells” right to 
me. “This just doesn’t smell right” or “Your 
dinner smells delicious.” Both statements 
are full of potency. One of need: the other 
of gratitude.
 We are a faith community. How 
hurriedly we return to our cars. How un-
comfortable we are introducing ourselves 
to the person seated next to us during the 
Masses’ duration. A handshake only does 
it? Could you “smell” the other’s concerns, 
both in the person’s joys and doubts?
 Let’s try to “smell” one another on 
a deeper level. It’s not found in the arm-
pits, it is living in the heart and soul.

Rev. Joe Jagodensky, SDS. | October 31, 2021 
at 5:04 pm | Categories: Spirituality | URL: 
https://wp.me/p28HAx-1HJ M   

eral Indian Wars, but the colony was ul-
timately merged with the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony and other territories in 1691 to 
form the Province of Massachusetts Bay.
 Despite the colony’s relatively short 
existence, Plymouth holds a special role in 
American history. Most of the citizens of 
Plymouth were fleeing religious persecu-
tion and searching for a place to worship 
as they saw fit (whilst wanting the groups 
around them to adhere to their beliefs), 
rather than being entrepreneurs like many 

of the settlers of Jamestown in Virginia.
 The social and legal systems of the 
colony became closely tied to their reli-
gious beliefs, as well as to English custom. 
Many of the people and events surround-
ing Plymouth Colony have become part of 
American folklore, including the American 
tradition of Thanksgiving and the monu-
ment of Plymouth Rock.
 
Co-editor note: I was born eight miles from 
Plymouth and visited there many times. A 
group dresses up every day like Pilgrims and 
gives historical talks. Information taken from 
Wikipedia. M   

Photo by Pablo Rivera
pablofoto.rivera@gmail.com

“I thank God for my handicaps for, through them, I have found myself, my work, and my God.”
Helen Keller
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Voices from the ChoirVoices from the Choir
Thoughts from a pair of 4:00 o’clock Thoughts from a pair of 4:00 o’clock 
choir memberschoir members

Submitted by  Ray and Sue Baker 

From our experience, having the gift of 
being allowed to provide sacred music 
at our worship services is exception-

ally meaningful. Just as we all experience 
God in our individual way, oth-
er choir members would express 
their choir experience in different 
ways. Yet it is amazing how much 
alike we are in our differences.
 Just having the opportunity 
to sing brings joy to us. Over time, 
we struggle together in practice to 
improve our music; we share the 
intimate stories of our lives; we 
pray with and for each other and 
the people we know to be sick or 
hurting. As we have done these 
things, we have grown to become 
community. To be family with the 

sole purpose of providing music for 
our larger church community,
 The 4:00 p.m. choir is made 
up primarily of senior citizens who 
have “been around the block”. Sev-
eral of us, several times. And who is 
our mentor, our director, our “Mom”? 
A particularly charming young lady 
who continues to teach us that there 
is always more to learn, in singing 
and in spirituality. We all love Patti 
dearly for the unique person she is, 

but she would want us to simply say that she 
is just part of the family.
 Our desire is to be a welcoming body 
and supportive in the celebration of the Mass. 
We are thankful for our pastor who is also 
teaching us that there is more to learn when 
he shares the teachings of Jesus in his excep-
tional homilies.
 We have a front-row seat to the con-
gregation because we face them and see and 
hear the spirituality sitting in the pews. We 
have very good seats for watching the young 
couples and families as they experience the 
various sacraments with their young. We are 
so fortunate to be able to sing our welcome 
into the church. We see the mature couples 
and admire their long-term commitment.  And 
we see friends and the folks who are hurting, 
in one way or another. It is when we see our-
selves all together, giving praise in word and 
song, that we feel the comfort and blessing of 
being a part of our MHT community.
 Thank you for letting us musicians be 
a part of your worship. 
 We hope that you all share our joy in 
our music. M   Roy and Sue

RenewalRenewal
Submitted by Judith Sands 

I t is said that the body replaces all its           
 cells every seven years.
 Mr. B is my client. He’s 102, and 

 today is sponge-bath day.
I wash his feet since he can’t reach them easily.
     Soapy wash cloth, basin of water, towels.
     I kneel taking his foot in my hands.
Yellow skin like an aged map with 
     mountains of gnarly bones, 
     blue rivers of veins, 
     valleys of roughness.

Every time I do this, I make
     myself smile when the 
     thought of me as Mary 
     Magdalene comes. 
     Silly, isn’t it? 
I rinse off the soap and pat his 
     feet dry with the warm towel.
     If my cells are seven years old, 
     and his cells are seven years old,
     we’re not so far apart, are we? MJudith Sands



Our NewestOur Newest
Lay Salvatorian,Lay Salvatorian,
Adam Grijalva Adam Grijalva 
Submit ted by Jackie White SDS

Lay Salvatorians welcomed with joy 
and hope Adam Grijalva as a commit-
ted member at the 4 p.m. Mass at Most 

Holy Trinity Parish on Saturday December 
11, 2021. Appropriately, this was 3rd Sunday 
of Advent with a focus on joy and hope.  
 For the past two years, Adam has 
been in formation with the Southwest Com-
munity of the Lay Salvatorians.  He lives in 
Rowland Heights, CA, and until Covid, he 
drove to Phoenix every month for his forma-
tion meetings.  During Covid, the meetings 
were via Zoom. 
  Adam is the Executive Director of a 
very special ministry: The Skate Connection. 
Their motto is: Skate. Include. Create. The 
mission of Skate Connection is promoting 

inclusion for people with disabilities through 
skate boarding. 
 Adam also works for his local school 
district.  He is an exceptional young 
man with a deep spirituality.  His 
parents, sisters and brother-in-law 
attended his Commitment Mass and 
the Reception afterwards.  Welcome 
to the Salvatorians’ family Adam. 
 At the same Mass, all the Sal-
vatorians present from both Phoenix 
and Tucson renewed their commit-
ment or vow as Salvatorians. M 

Our New Mission Our New Mission 
SistersSisters  
Submitted by Sr. Judy and Sr. Pat

Hello, we are Sr. Judy and Sr. Pat, 
both Medical Mission Sisters. Our 
headquarters here in the U.S. is 

Philadelphia.
 Sr. Judy was assigned to Pakistan 
and served for ten years as an x-ray technolo-
gist in Karachi, Pakistan.  She also served for 
short periods of time in Ethiopia. In the 80’s 
and 90’s, she worked at Casa de Los Ninos as 
supervisor of the 3-11 year olds. This was by 
far her favorite ministry. As her parents grew 
older, she moved to Washington State to be 
closer. After their passing, she went back to 
Philadelphia and worked as property admin-
istrator before coming to Tucson

 Sr. Pat had been in Venezuela for nine 
years and most recently in Peru serving there 
for 44 years.
 Both of us have been assigned to 
Tucson.  We enjoy the weather, and the fact 
that so many volunteer oppor-
tunities exist.  At this time, both 
of us volunteer with Casa Alitas 
working with migrants in var-
ious ways,  mostly kitchen. Sr. 
Pat understands Spanish from 
her days in Peru and is fluent in 
that language. This is a big help 
when communicating with the 
migrants from Latin America.
 Sr. Judy volunteers at 
the Food Bank and now has the 
opportunity to volunteer with the Most 
Holy Trinity Soup Patrol. She is excited 
about this ministry and hopes to get to 
know more parishioners. M   
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Sr. Pat (l)
and Sr. Judy

Adam (l)
and Fr. Tom

Phoenix and Tucson Lay Salvatorians

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not 
to utter words, but to live by them.”
 John F. Kennedy


